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How?
PROCESS

• Coordinate with local experts on appropriate locations 
• Dimensions
• Angle in proximity to pass/channel
• Connectivity to MS River

• Preliminary design and permitting

• Secure funding and final design

• Hire construction contractor to construct crevasses

TYPES

• New crevasses

• Cleanout of existing crevasses

• Terraces or no terraces?

FUNDING

• NAWCA

• DU Major Donors – TPIC, James M. Cox Foundation, Southwestern Energy, etc.

• LDWF, USFWS, CPRA match



West

Bay Denesse Delta Management

- 8 Crevasses
- ~2,800 LF Terraces



Mississippi River Crevasses 
and Terraces – Delta NWR



Marsh buggy excavator
Johnson Pass Crevasse - 

PALWMA
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Pass a Loutre WMA Bird Enhancement Project



Terraces







Where?

• Approximately 20 crevasses over 
the past 20 years

• Pass a Loutre WMA, Delta NWR, 
and Bay Denesse 

• Atchafalaya Delta WMA

• ~$3.5M invested in lower MS River 
and about 4,000 acres enhanced



Map from Steve



Main Pass – Delta NWR

7 crevasses and 5,500 LF 
terraces – Phase I
4 crevasses – Phase II

Total investment $1.4M

~2,000 acres

Pass a Loutre WMA and Delta 
NWR

Completed in fall 2024



Why?
• Cost effectiveness – crevasse vs. marsh creation

• $250/acre - $580/acre 

• $57,000/acre - $300,000/acre

• Fish and wildlife benefits – waterfowl specific benefits

• 326 bird species fall migration (60% of U.S. mig. birds)

• 50+ bird species nesting

• ~200,000+ waterfowl during peak times

• 260 species of fish (25% of species in U.S.)

• 50 mammal species

• 150 species of amphibians and reptiles

• LDWF Wildlife Action Plan - 34 SGCN

• Public access
• Hunting

• Fishing

• Mimic mother nature



Questions? 

Cassidy Lejeune   

337-706-5123

clejeune@ducks.org
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