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The Birds of Chandeleur Island
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Land Loss Over Last 39 Years
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1989 – 104 Acres 2009 – 85 Acres 2024 – 32 Acres

New Harbor Island

2022 – 7,519 Nests = 235 Nests/Acre 



Goals for Chandeleur Restoration Project:
1. Restore and Conserve Bird Nesting and Foraging Habitat

2. Restore and Enhance Submerged Aquatic Vegetation

3. Enhance Sea Turtle Hatchling and Productivity and Restore 

Nesting Beach Habitat

4. Create, Restore, and Enhance Barrier and Coastal Islands, and 

Headlands

Photo: Kacie Rome LDWF



Photo: Matt Conn  SEG Environmental



committed to our coast



Survey Results:

• Migratory Shorebirds 2024: 1,514 target species (high counts), 

• 31,000 birds (1,176 Red Knots & 141 Piping Plover)

• Waterfowl: January 2024 = 115,825 Ducks (90% Redheads)

• Colonial Nesting Birds: 2022 = 27,458 Nests (54,916 birds)

• Solitary Nesting Birds: Spring 2023 = 405 Birds 

• 171 Bird Species Documented on the Island.

• 18,500 bird observations/day 



Species of Greatest Conservation Need = 80
Birds – 38 Species





Chandeleur Gull





C OASTAL  PROT ECT ION AND  RE STORAT ION AUTH ORIT Y   /  MID -BASIN  SEDIM EN T DIVERS ION PROGRAM 1 7



Whole Ecosystem Restoration

Photo: Matt Conn  SEG Environmental



Project Partners



Questions?
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