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Talk Objectives:

• What is MissDelta and why do we need it?



Answering the 21st Century Inundation 

Challenge in South Louisiana

What is MissDelta?



2023 Louisiana 
Coastal Master Plan

PRESENT

THINKING



The Mississippi Birdsfoot Delta is the most threatened coastal 

region in the Gulf  of Mexico, and it is among the most at-risk 

regions globally

• Deep Draft Mississippi River Nav Channel Supports Nation’s Largest Port 

System

• Commercial/Recreational Fisheries Closely Linked to Mississippi River Inputs

• Major Infrastructural Support for Hydrocarbon Extraction and Future Green 

Energy Initiatives Offshore

• Storm Buffer for Inland Communities Including Metro New Orleans

• Distinct Ecosystems Even within the Mississippi Delta
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What is the MissDelta 

area of  interest?



SEPTEMBER 14, 2022 

14 Institutions
38 Principal Investigators 

MissDelta’s Team



MissDelta’s Four Objectives

Future Projections to 2100: New Generation Predictive Models and 

Strategic Observational Studies to Address Knowledge Gaps (Basin, Delta, 

Gulf)

Screen Management Alternatives: What can we do to forestall negatives?

Socio-Economic Impact: State-of-the-art projections

Workforce Development: Creating the next generation of  regional problem 

solvers whose demographics reflect those of  the people of  the Gulf  Coast.
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The Mississippi River Delta Transition Initiative (MissDelta)

Co-Production Strategy 

Transmit Solutions and Model Tools
To Managers and Decision Makers

•     Federal/State/Local

• Industries

• Non-Profits
• Small Communities

• Individuals

Local and 
Traditional 
Knowledge 

Input

• Landscape 
Evolution

• Socio-
Economic

• Data Gaps

• Uncertainty

Projections 
of Delta 

Evolution

• River 
Management

• Green 
Engineering

• Other

Alternatives 
Testing

To Follow MissDelta’s Progress:
Missdelta.org

State of the Coast (May 20-22, 2025)



THANK YOU!
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