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WHAT IS MORGANZA TO THE GULF (MtG)?
MtG is a partnership between the U.S. Corps of Engineers, Louisiana Coastal Protection and Restoration 

Authority, Terrebonne Levee & Conservation District and North Lafourche Levee District



WHAT IS MORGANZA TO THE GULF (MtG)?

• 98-mile levee system from western Terrebonne to eastern 

Lafourche

• Protects 200,000+ residents and businesses, critical 

infrastructure, and wetlands from storm surge and high tide 

events

• 22 Floodgates & 23 Water Control Structures

• Lock on the Houma Navigation Canal

• Major Floodgates on Intracoastal Waterway



REACH G-2 B ENVIRONMENTAL CONTROL STRUCTURE #1



MORGANZA TO THE GULF 



MORGANZA TO THE GULF PROGRESS 
Investments already making a Significant Positive Impact



Protecting Disadvantaged Communities and Lower Middle-Income Populations

MORGANZA TO THE GULF SOCIO-ECONOMIC BENEFITS

• The MtG system provides significant flood risk 
reduction benefits to low to moderate income 
families in rural areas that help avoid the physical 
and economic hardships of extreme weather

• The positive benefits of the MtG for underserved 
and marginalized communities, including those of 
color and Indigenous peoples, were captured in 
the design and justification for the project

• Regional economic growth resulting from 
proposed action will also create additional jobs, 
thereby benefiting minority and/or low-income 
groups living within the project area.

• Recovering from natural disasters takes much 
longer for disadvantaged populations. Completing 
MtG would greatly improve the resilience of these 
communities.



MORGANZA TO THE GULF SUPPORT
Strongly Supported by Local Native American Tribe

“As indigenous people of the Terrebonne Basin, the fastest 

eroding area in the U.S., we are at a crossroads of 
unprecedented change to the natural environment, requiring 
adaptation to maintain our unique tribal cultural heritage. We 
support the build-out of the Morganza to the Gulf, as this system 
will eventually provide our current village 100-year level 
protection and help us maintain our culture and traditions 

including our Indian French language.”

- Pointe-Au-Chien Indian Tribe



• The Morganza to the Gulf (MtG) is not a 
typical river levee system. Instead, it is a 
hybrid levee system which includes flood 
control structures and special features 
designed into the levee alignment to benefit 
the environment.

• Largest open levee system in the U.S. - 
MtG contains one lock, 22 floodgates, and 
23 environmental control structures that 
daily allow the natural ebb and flow of the 
tide through the risk reduction system. 

MORGANZA TO THE GULF ENVIRONMENTAL BENEFITS
Differentiating Morganza from other Levee Projects 



Sustaining Louisiana Fisheries and Culture

MORGANZA TO THE GULF ENVIRONMENTAL BENEFITS

• From LA Dept. of Wildlife & Fisheries: More than $41 million of seafood produced annually in the area protected by MtG.

• Fisheries industry is uniquely tied to Acadian and Native American culture. They are continually threatened and in  
   need of protection. 

Louisiana’s fisheries are important to the entire U.S. 



Sustaining Essential Infrastructure & Workforces to Support Offshore Renewable 
Energy Development 

MORGANZA TO THE GULF ENVIRONMENTAL BENEFITS

• The MtG would protect the energy service sector that will be necessary to develop offshore wind energy in the 
Gulf of Mexico and on the east and west coasts of the U.S.

• Offshore development requires investment for construction, routine, and long-term maintenance of this 
sustainable energy production

• The MtG region is eager to host offshore wind, as well.



LAND COVERAGE OF MTOG STUDY AREA



LAND COVERAGE OF MTOG STUDY AREA

Source: 
National Land 
Cover 
Database, 
USGS, 2006
(http://seaml
ess.usgs.gov/
nlcd.php).

Land Coverage Type Acres Percent of Study Area

Emergent Herbaceous Wetlands 612,966 49.98%

Open Water 278,846 22.74%

Woody Wetlands 173,229 14.13%

Cultivated Crops 65,859 5.37%

Residential/Commercial 52,186 4.26%

Grassland/Pasture/Hay 33,704 2.75%

Barren Land (Rock/Sand/Clay) 5,345 0.44%

Shrub/Scrub 4,161 0.34%

Deciduous/Mixed Forest 84 0.01%

Total 1,226,380 100.00%



Sustaining Louisiana Fisheries and Culture

MORGANZA TO THE GULF ENVIRONMENTAL BENEFITS

The construction of the MtG has a huge benefit to birds and other wildlife in the areas protected by the project

• Home to Bald Eagles, wildlife, essential fish habitat, 45 naturally occurring unique and imperiled plant species

• Restoring the flyway and providing bald eagle habitat - Besides the magnificent American bald eagle, more than 200 
   other species of birds have been reported in the Barataria-Terrebonne estuary, a key landing spot for migratory birds on the 
   flyway.





MORGANZA TO THE GULF 



.

Protecting Results in observed Marsh Recovery and Restoration

MORGANZA TO THE GULF ENVIRONMENTAL BENEFITS

• Unfortunately, 90% of the total coastal marsh loss in the nation occurs in South Louisiana
• MtG provides Marsh Recovery - wetlands terracing inside and outside the system converts barren open water to 

healthy marsh
• Preservation of Animal and Plant Habitat - With an open levee system, existing marsh and newly created wetlands 

continue to be nourished.  The levees can also protect the marsh from damages from hurricanes, which is very 
helpful considering the amount of coastal land loss that occurs during such events.

Louisiana contains one of the largest expanses of coastal wetlands in the U.S. 

2007 2016



MORGANZA TO THE GULF 



MORGANZA TO GULF HOUMA NAVIGATION CANAL



Urgency of Federal Funding to continue our unique Partnership with the US Army Corps
MORGANZA TO THE GULF 

This is 
a historic 
opportunity.
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